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Contact: Lynn Bartels 
303-748-4502 /  againlynn@gmail.com 

Colorado’s county clerks enjoy a decades-long relationship with mail ballots, Postal 
Service 
Colorado’s county clerks, voters enjoy a decades-long relationship with mail ballots 
 
DENVER, Sept. 25, 2020 -- Colorado’s 64 county clerks are gearing up to run their third statewide election of the 
year, the general election on Nov. 3. 
 
They’ve already run the presidential primary in March and the primary election in June, making them the most 
trusted source on a variety of election issues, including mail ballots. 
 
Ballots to military and overseas voters from Colorado went out Sept. 19, while in-state voters will be mailed their 
ballots beginning Oct. 9.  
 
That’s why clerks are using the following hashtags: #TrustedInfo, #Safe&Secure and #Excited&Decided.  
 
“Colorado voters should know that their elections are amongst the best in the nation,” said Pam Anderson, 
executive director of the Colorado County Clerks Association. “The Colorado model is prepared to provide safe 
access for voters and the security required to support confidence in election results.” 
 
In Weld County, Clerk Carly Koppes told The Greeley Tribune that ballots are treated as first class, but the ballots 
also include an insignia on the envelopes to give them additional priority. 
 
“In Colorado, with our very good working relationship with the USPS, we’re continuing that relationship,” she said. 
 
Boulder County Clerk Molly Fitzpatrick echoed that sentiment. 
 
“Millions of Americans rely on the Postal Service to deliver their ballot so they can have their voice heard in our 
democracy. This includes military and overseas voters, those with disabilities, those who simply prefer to vote at 
home, and, now, those who fear for their lives 
because of COVID-19,” she said.  
 
La Plata County Clerk and Recorder Tiffany Parker, who is on the Postal Committee of the Colorado County 
Clerks Association, said she has been told by the U.S. Postal Service that election materials make up less than 
2% of all mailed material between mid-September and 
Election Day. 
 
 “You hear a lot about mail-in ballots now … but I’m very confident we’re going to be fine,” she told The Durango 
Herald. 
 
Colorado is a leader in elections. The state is ranked second in the nation for voter turnout, third in voter 
registration and fourth in lowest wait times -- and the numbers are getting better with every election. 
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Beginning in 1993, Colorado voters in off-year elections could receive mail ballots. Then voters were able to 
request absentee ballots be automatically mailed to them for primary and general elections. So many Coloradans 
took advantage of the option that in 2013 the Colorado General Assembly voted to make Colorado a mail-ballot 
vote state. So now ballots are mailed to all active registered voters, and possible irregularities are turned over to 
district attorneys. 
 
Anderson, the association director, added that voters have a role in making sure their registration is up to date 
and to safely return their ballot using any of the options available: the Postal Service, 24-hour drop boxes located 
in each county and voter-service and polling centers that clerks operate.  
 
“‘Your county clerk is your trusted source of reliable election information,” she said. 

# 

Bio and contact info 

Pam Anderson is the executive director of the Colorado County Clerks Association and an elections consultant in Colorado and across the 
country. She was the Jefferson County Clerk and Recorder for two terms. She led the CCCA as president in 2013 and as legislative co-chair 
for several years advocating voter centric and professional elections. She is a board member on the Center for Tech and Civic Life and 
Center of Election Innovation and Research and was recently appointed to an advisory committee for MoreThanAVote.org 

cccaexecutivedirector@gmail.com  

 

Tiffany Parker is the elected La Plata Clerk and Recorder and current CCCA president. She has won awards for her integrity and 
bipartisanship. With more than 24 years of experience as an election official in Colorado and Oregon, Tiffany has held many leadership 
positions with the association, including president in 2015. She was the vice president in 2013 for the support and passage of the Colorado 
Voter and Registration Modernization Act (HB 13-1303).  

Tiffany.parker@co.laplata.co.us  

The Colorado County Clerks Association (CCCA) is a non-governmental and non-partisan entity; its members consist of all 64 County 
Clerks of Colorado. The CCCA members are mostly elected, with one appointed Clerk and Recorder (City and County of Broomfield).  

Each Clerk and Recorder’s office is responsible for issuing and recording marriage licenses, recording all real estate transactions, issuing 
liquor licenses, registering voters, conducting all primary, general, and county elections, and, when contracted, municipal and school district 
elections. The Clerk and Recorder’s Office also operates the Motor Vehicle Divisions in the State of Colorado for titling vehicles and issuing 
license plates. 

@COCtyClerks 

 # 

 
 
 
 

mailto:cccaexecutivedirector@gmail.com
mailto:Tiffany.parker@co.laplata.co.us
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FCoCtyClerks&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNG0XmnMO2gVgsE-4lJvyJ5VwQwSXQ


Page 3 of 10 
 

 
Source of data: Colorado Secretary of State and MIT Election Performance Index https://medium.com/mit-election-lab  

Colorado Voter Registration #3 in the U.S. 
TOTAL VOTERS REGISTRATION BY PARTY (2018) 
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Colorado 2018 Turnout: # 2 in the U.S. 
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2020 ELECTIONS 
 
Colorado county clerks have successfully conducted two primary elections this year already- and 
one during a global pandemic outbreak. The Colorado election system proves to be the among 
the most accessible, safe, and secure elections in the country.  
 
While there is a lot of political rhetoric about how Coloradans vote, the facts and history show 
that county clerks, with support from voters and election judges, provide safe voting options 
while protecting the integrity of every ballot cast.  
 
The following information is to provide the media, Colorado citizens, and our national audience 
the data and important information on how Colorado has evolved our system over time. There 
are also facts to debunk the misinformation and disinformation that can be amplified in a highly 
charged political climate. The clerks urge voters to visit www.clerkandrecorder.org and your local 
county clerk for trusted information on how Colorado elections work and cancel the noise.  
 
2020 Election Facts #TrustedInfo2020 
 
All eligible voters with correct addresses will receive a ballot by mail. Vote centers available for full 
services- voter registration, accessible voting, ballot replacement, ballot drop off. Seventeen-year-old 
voters that will be 18 years old by November 3, 2020 may register and are eligible to vote.  
 
Saturday September 19th 
Military and absentee voter ballots mailed 
 
Friday October 9th 
Ballots mailings begin- view your sample ballot at www.govotecolorado.gov  
 
Monday October 19th 
Vote centers open- look for your county locations at www.govotecolorado.gov  
 
Tuesday October 26th 
Recommend using ballot drop boxes, rather than mailing to ensure your ballot is returned in time. For locations 
check your ballot instructions. You can track your ballot status at www.govotecolorado.gov   
 
Tuesday November 3rd- ELECTION DAY- Last chance to vote 
Ballots must be dropped off no later than 7:00 pm. Vote centers open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Find your county locations 
on county clerk websites or at www.govotecolorado.gov  
 
What ballot will I receive? 
Your ballot will have federal, state and local candidate races, state-wide initiatives and referenda, local municipal and 
special district ballot issue questions. This is based on your residence address and the districts you live in and tends 
to be a long ballot in November General Elections. Voters should take care to review the ballot instructions and their 
ballot carefully as they may receive more than one ballot page with content on both sides.  

 

http://www.clerkandrecorder.org/
https://www.clerkandrecorder.org/colorado-elections#h.p_l23Wro3owQ-t
https://www.clerkandrecorder.org/colorado-elections#h.p_l23Wro3owQ-t
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.govotecolorado.gov&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHPY6q4Re68-6wL-IrZFw0d1SiAtQ
http://www.govotecolorado.gov/
http://www.govotecolorado.gov/
http://websites/
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.govotecolorado.gov&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHPY6q4Re68-6wL-IrZFw0d1SiAtQ
https://www.clerkandrecorder.org/colorado-elections#h.p_l0zUSOC3wQ-9
https://www.clerkandrecorder.org/colorado-elections#h.p_l0zUSOC3wQ-9
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Election Night Results 
 
Unofficial election results will be posted shortly after close of polls. Statewide results can be found on the 
Secretary of State’s website. Link will be distributed in advance of Election Day. County-level results can be 
found there or on the county clerk websites. Final certified results are be posted after the risk-limiting 
audit and public canvass board no later than November 27th. This is important required validation and 
results are not official until after the publicly appointed audit and canvass board complete their 
responsibilities. 
 
Important 
• Unofficial election results will be updated periodically until Final Official Results are posted after receipt 

of military and overseas ballots and any signature cures on Wednesday, July 8th.  
• To ensure integrity, mail ballot processing takes longer. Opening, verifying every signature to the voter, 

ballot custody procedures and accounting.  
• Due to social distancing and safety protocols, ballot processing may take longer, and therefore unofficial 

results may take longer. It is not an indication that there is a problem.  
 

What is the threshold for a mandatory recount?   

If the difference between the candidate receiving the highest number of votes and the candidate 
receiving the second -highest number of votes (or yes/no for ballot measures) is less than ½ of 1% 
of the total votes cast for the candidate with the highest number of votes, there is a mandatory 
recount.   

Example 1:   

Candidate A receives 12,738 votes   

Candidate B receives 12,541 votes = Difference of 197 Votes   

½ of 1% of Candidate A’s total = 12,738 x 0.005 = Difference of 63 Votes   

Result: NO Mandatory Recount   

Example 2:   

Candidate A receives 200 votes   

Candidate B receives 199 votes = Difference of 1 Vote   

½ of 1% of Candidate A’s total = 200 x 0.005 = Difference of 1 Vote   

Result: Mandatory Recount   

How long will a recount take?   

A mandatory or requested recount must be completed no later than the thirty-fifth day after the 
election (by August 4th).    

  
 

  

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clerkandrecorder.org%2Fallcounties&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEr30r4N6pIBEycAw1k9YBJOgAotg
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COVID Message 
 
Voters are encouraged to verify and update their registration to ensure the safest and most efficient use of 
our elections model. www.govotecolorado.gov All eligible voters with current addresses receive a primary 
ballot if there is an election for the party (see What Ballot Will I Receive below). 
 
Vote centers will be also be open and utilizing social distancing and safe public health practices. We typically 
see fewer than 5% of voters utilize in person services, however, the safe practices in place may make the 
voting process take longer. Every county has 24-hour drop boxes available. For locations, see your ballot 
packet or go to www.govotecolorado.gov 
 
If you have any questions or challenges, please contact your county clerk. For contact information click 
here.  #TrustedInfo2020 
 
 
Colorado Mail Ballot is Secure, Transparent, and Accessible  
 
• Mail ballot in Colorado is secure- it provides access to voters and integrity. Particularly in times where 

public health is a consideration. Voters prefer it and trust the process. 
o Colorado evolved these options over time  
o Mail ballot elections as an option to counties since 1993 
o Colorado Model of federal/state elections (mail ballot to all eligible electors and vote center) since 

2014 
o 93-97% of voters cast their vote with the mail ballot.  

• We have the most modern list maintenance in the country. Colorado is a founding charter member of 
the ERIC program-a consortium of 30 states that cross match deceases, address changes, possible 
duplicate files. Clean voter files are critical to integrity and efficiency. 

• Colorado bipartisan election judges verifies every mail ballot to the voter’s signature in our database and 
gives voters an opportunity to “cure”. Any non-matching signature without a cure is forwarded to the 
district attorney for further investigation. The rejection (on rate in Colorado is amongst the lowest in the 
country.  

• Mail ballot fraud is extremely rare, and Colorado’s model is designed to identify it in those rare instances.  
o June 8th -Washington Post analysis of data collected by three vote-by-mail states with help from the 

nonprofit Electronic Registration Information Center (ERIC) found that officials identified just 372 
possible cases of double voting or voting on behalf of deceased people out of about 14.6 million 
votes cast by mail in the 2016 and 2018 general elections, or 0.0025 percent. 

o In 2017, Colorado was the first state to implement a publicly appointed statewide risk limiting audit. 
The closer the race, more ballots are inspected. If any issues are identified, the audit is escalated  

o Ballot custody, secure drop boxes, and security measures are robust  
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.govotecolorado.gov/
http://www.govotecolorado.gov/
https://www.clerkandrecorder.org/allcounties
https://ericstates.org/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/minuscule-number-of-potentially-fraudulent-ballots-in-states-with-universal-mail-voting-undercuts-trump-claims-about-election-risks/2020/06/08/1e78aa26-a5c5-11ea-bb20-ebf0921f3bbd_story.html
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USPS 

 
There is a lot of national political wrangling around the administration and funding of the postal service. The 
USPS is a collaborative and trusted partner to Colorado elections, and they have assured Colorado election 
officials that there will be no service interruptions for election and political mail. But local elections officials 
are vigilant, and it is important to communicate to voters the critical deadlines and regulations around 
ballots and the mail.  
  
Colorado has designed timelines to accommodate and account for USPS mailing standards and regulations 
to give voters enough time to receive their ballot and options to return their ballot via secure drop box 
locations. Important information to know: 

• Military and overseas voters are mailed ballots by September 19th (45 days in advance). In Colorado, 
we also provide for electronic return option for those voters.  

• USPS mailing service standards are marketing mail (3-10 days) and 1st class (2-5 days). Our initial 
ballot mailing is deposited in the mail stream beginning 22 days or 25 days before Election Day. 

• October 9th (25 five days before ED) is the date the ballot mailing window opens this year. We add to 
the timeline if there is a federal holiday (Columbus Day) to give more time for outgoing ballots.   

• Voters can track their ballot at www.govotecolorado.gov or through their county’s ballot tracking 
program, if applicable. We typically see most ballots tracked to voters’ households within 2-3 days in 
the metro areas (beating the 7-10-day standard). County clerks monitor this.  

• If voters do not receive their ballot by early the week of October 19th, they can call for a replacement 
or appear in person at in-person vote centers.  

• Starting two weeks before Election Day, clerks mail new or replacement ballots 1st class to ensure 
that service standard match the shorter timeline.  

• County clerks will stop mailing ballots 8 days before Election Day because we know what the mailing 
standards can accommodate, and we want voters to be well aware and have time to receive vote and 
turn in their ballots. At that point, we instruct voters to come in person to a vote center and to drop 
off, not mail their voted ballots.   

• Beginning October 19th, Colorado has vote centers for full services including replacement mail ballots 
or in-person services (accessible voting, in person voting, voter registration.  It will be a long ballot- 
so we encourage that if voters are excited and decided!  

• We also are urging voters not to wait to update their address now at www.govotecolorado.gov to 
ensure they get their ballot in the first mailing that starts October 9th.  

  
Colorado is a “ballot in hand state”. It is important for voters to know that the ballot must be in the 
possession of the county clerk by close of polls on Election Day.  

• Hundreds of secure ballot drop boxes are available throughout the state. These include 24-hour drop 
boxes and mail ballot drop-off is available at every vote center.  

• Voters should drop off, not mail their ballot in the state after October 27th.  
• Electronic return is available for military overseas voters and voters with disabilities. Contact your 

county clerk for more information. 
• Voters do not need to return their ballot by mail  
• Postmarks do not count 
• If you drop off a ballot in a different county, the ballot will be securely transferred to the correct 

county by the clerk’s office. 
 

http://www.govotecolorado.gov/
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Ballot Drop Boxes and Security 
 
Colorado law and regulations require robust security and chain of custody for ballot drop boxes. What 
voters should know: 

• Ballot boxes have security monitoring and robust protocols 
• Ballot boxes have locks and/or tamper evident seals and documented chain of custody 
• Ballot collection is completed under chain of custody by teams of differing party affiliations.  
• 24-hour drop boxes have more security than USPS collection boxes.  
• Over 75% of voters drop off their ballot, rather than utilizing the USPS for return.  
• Colorado has utilized drop boxes for decades, receiving millions of ballots, with very few issues 

regarding security or damage. If an issue were to occur, the custody and security protocols will 
identify and elevate the situation appropriately. 

• Voter self-service: Voters in Colorado can track their ballot to ensure the county clerk received their 
ballot at www.govotecolorado.gov or voters can sign up for text/email option in many of the largest 
counties 

  
Accessible Voting 
 
Voters can access in person/vote center, mail ballot, or accessible online voting options in Colorado.  In 
2019, The Colorado General Assembly passed Senate Bill 19-202 that provides an online ballot marking 
system. See SOS Accessible Voting webpage for details.  
 
Voters with a disability can now vote an electronic ballot independently and privately from their own home 
or other location. 
 

• How do I access my electronic ballot? 
 

During the 22 days before and on election day you can access your electronic ballot or 
view your sample ballot at myballot.sos.colorado.gov. Once on the website you will be 
guided through a step by step process to vote and return your ballot. 
 

• How do I vote my electronic ballot? 
During the 22 days before and on election day, the electronic ballot access website, 
myballot.sos.colorado.gov., will guide you through the process of voting your ballot. 
Once you have voted your ballot, you must print the completed ballot, print the 
accessible ballot application provided, and then sign the accessible ballot application. All 
of these materials must be returned together. You may return your printed ballot 
materials in person to either a county drop-box or voter service and polling center or 
through the mail. Your ballot and application must be received no later than 7 PM on 
election day. 

  

http://www.govotecolorado.gov/
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/accessibleVoting.html
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County Clerk Voter Education and Outreach 

County clerks have robust outreach and voter communication on their websites and through social 
media outreach. Colorado has a very consistent model of elections across the counties. This 
provides for consistent messaging and voter information. Below are a few of the excellent media 
resources that county clerks have developed and are consistent with how counties administer their 
process across the state. 

FAQs 
Jefferson County- FAQ Video Series 
 
Arapahoe County- Life of a Ballot 
 
Arapahoe County- FAQ 

 Boulder County- Ballot Processing 

 Denver County- How Mail Ballots Work 

 Denver County- Ballot Processing  

 El Paso County- FAQs 

 Douglas County Video FAQs 

 Douglas County- Life of a Ballot 

 Logan County- FAQs 

Security 
Jeffco Security flyer 
 
Adams County Security flyer 
 
Boulder County- Ballot Security 
 
Denver County- Signature Verification 
 
Boulder County- Signature Verification 
 
El Paso County- Security and Safeguards 
 
El Paso County- Voter Fraud and the Facts 
 
Denver County- Verification and Audits 

Tours 
  

Live tour of Jefferson County ballot processing 

https://www.jeffco.us/3966/Elections-FAQs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-c3xJzvcYLE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-c3xJzvcYLE
https://www.arapahoevotes.com/faqs-1
https://www.arapahoevotes.com/faqs-1
https://www.arapahoevotes.com/faqs-1
https://www.bouldercounty.org/elections/information/electionsecurity/
https://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/denver-elections-divison/voter-election-information/ballot-life-cycle.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N5_97whFYWQ&feature=emb_logo
https://clerkandrecorder.elpasoco.com/elections/election-faqs/
https://www.douglas.co.us/elections/election-video-gallery/
https://www.douglas.co.us/elections/life-of-a-ballot/
https://logancounty.colorado.gov/sites/logancounty/files/General%20Election%20FAQ.pdf
https://www.jeffco.us/DocumentCenter/View/20318/Election-Security-Backgrounder?bidId=
https://www.adamsvotes.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Election-Security-Infographic-Full-4.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gM--Sxy6R5Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=9&v=r0sMH9nc1UY&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NKSG_4d-JKQ
https://clerkandrecorder.elpasoco.com/elections/security-and-safeguards/
https://clerkandrecorder.elpasoco.com/elections/voter-fraud/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N5_97whFYWQ&feature=emb_logo
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=271256117422118&ref=watch_permalink


Page 10 of 10 
 

  

 

Boulder County- Election tour 

Vote Centers 

 Boulder County- Vote Centers 

 Chaffee County Vote Camp 

 Douglas County- Vote Center Process 

Recent media coverage 

 Next on 9News- Ballot box security 

 Canon City Daily Record: Election security 

 MIT Election Lab- How CO Elections Stack Up 

 Boulder County- USPS 

 Denver Post- CO Election process 

 KOAA NEWS5- Colorado Elections Secure 

 CNN- Jeffco and CO Elections Security  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IvY1ufn6ZNc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WsuqW7MLg_Q&t=3s
https://www.facebook.com/ChaffeeClerk/videos/211464313288513/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TJ-qVdv1Xbc&feature=youtu.be
https://twitter.com/CoCtyClerks/status/1295789206061453312
https://www.canoncitydailyrecord.com/2020/08/20/fremont-county-clerk-your-right-to-vote-protected-secured/
https://twitter.com/CoCtyClerks/status/1296860024405241856
https://twitter.com/BoCoClerk/status/1296114763512995840
https://twitter.com/CoCtyClerks/status/1295467266817929216
https://www.koaa.com/news/election-watch/election-experts-say-mail-in-voting-is-safe-and-secure-in-colorado
https://twitter.com/i/status/1293158929162174464
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