
 

in the State of Colorado. 

 

GIVEN under my hand and the 

Executive Seal of the State of Colorado, 

this first day of May, 2020 

Jared Polis 

Governor   

WHEREAS, a strong, prosperous, diverse and resilient agricultural sector is fundamental to the fabric of 

Colorado. Increasing public awareness, appreciation and support of local agriculture and all the people who 

grow, raise, harvest, process, and distribute food is a priority for our state; and 
 

WHEREAS, family farmers, ranchers, and farmworkers struggle with great uncertainty and risk, particularly 

during these times, and as a consumer populous we can support them through our spending and our 

camaraderie; and 
 

WHEREAS, during this year, consumers are encouraged to, whenever possible, purchase  fruits, vegetables, 

grains, meats, beverages and all products made from them that are raised, value-added and consumed in 

Colorado. Nutritious food, along with clean air and water are the necessities of life and all who work in 

agriculture play an essential role in stewarding these precious resources; and 
 

WHEREAS, healthy agricultural soils build drought resilience, improve water and air quality, sequester 

carbon, and reduce erosion; and 
 

WHEREAS, agriculture provides $41 Billion to the state’s economy and provides 173,000 jobs; and 
 

WHEREAS, the formation of local agricultural production, processing and food distribution systems, such as 

producer-owned cooperatives, will increase the economic sustainability of farming and ranching. Shortened 

supply chains and a reduction in food miles will lower greenhouse gasses from agricultural practices and 

supply chains; and 
 

WHEREAS, safe workplaces, fair wages, and legal entry of guest workers support our critical farm, ranch, 

and food processing laborers; and 
 

WHEREAS, purchasing Colorado Proud products and buying locally grown, raised and processed food and 

agricultural products is one way all Coloradans can support Colorado's economy and local farmers, 

ranchers, and processors. Every person in Colorado should have access to safe, healthy, abundant food and 

local food systems can help meet this need; and  
 

WHEREAS, farmers and ranchers receive smaller proportions of the retail dollars spent on food versus other 

sectors of the supply chain. Rural communities face distinct challenges from urban centers and local food 

and agriculture are primary factors that can help bring us together across our perceived differences. 
 

THEREFORE, I, Jared Polis, Governor of the State of Colorado, do hereby proclaim 2020, as  
 

THE YEAR OF LOCAL FOOD 


